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Temperatures across Nebraska were

two to five degrees below normal for the

week_ Thunderstorms occurred throughout

the period. Precipitation averaged from

One to two inches statewide. Local

amo_ts'of three to four inches occurred

in the southwest, northeast and extreme

southeast.
I

GENERAL

iProspects for row crop yields bright-

ened'with the week's widespread precipita-

tion and below normal temperatures. The

week is cooler temperatures were welcomed

following mostly above normal averages

during the past month. Row crops were

at c_itieal stages of development with

pollination for corn at its peak. Irri-

gatiQn activities slowed in many areas as

precipitation and high hum/dity reduced

water usage. Small grain harvesting

neared completion with rains slowing final

windup in southern Panhandle counties.

Weed_and insect control as well as the

working of summer fallow and stubble

fields were main activities during the

4.3 daYS suitable for fieldwork.

iAs of Friday, topsoil moisture sup-

plies rated 23% short, 76% adequate and

1% surplus, the best rating since last

May._ Subsoil moisture supplies rated 58%

short and 42% adequate. A'year ago, top-

soil_ moisture was 90% short abd 10%

adequate. Subsoil supplies were 91%

short and 9% adequate.

CROPS

Winter wheat harvesting actlvities

were 97% complete compared to 99% last

year and 90% average.

Dryland corn crop condition rated

mostly fair while the irrigated crop was

in good condition. The combined acreage

rating was 4% poor, 31% fair, 56% good and

9% excellent. Silking reached 65% com-

pared to 70% last year and 60% normal.

Five percent was in the dough stage, same

as last year.

Sorghum crop condition was 55% fair,

39% good and 6% excellent. Headlng was

underway on 30% of the acreage compared

to 40% last year and 25% normal. Chinch

bug activity had slowed although the

effects of the precipitation and cool

temperatures are not known.

So_bean crop condition was 33% fair,

63% good and 4% excellent. Blooming

reached 70% compared to 80% last year.

Twenty percent was setting pods, same as

normal but behind 35% last year.

Harvest of the second cutting of

alfalfa slowed to 85% complete, same as

normal and just behind 90% last year.

Crop condition rated mostly fair.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies

showed improvement and rated 53% short

and 47% adequate. Improvement was still

neede6 in most eastern counties but pros-

pects improved this week.

Precipitation, April 4 - July 24, 1981

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ............ 60 1.30 1.20 2.40 1.50 .70 1.30 1.80

Tot_ since April 4 . .. 8.40 10.20 9.30 11.50 i0.00 12.20 11.90 12.40
No_m_l since April 1 [..[[[ 10.31 11.60 13.55 12.78 14.39 10.71 12.88 15.13
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